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DOUGLAS DC-3-1948
VH-ANR [C/N 1844]

First flown at Santa Monica U.S.A. (fitted with a right hand door) .
FO

icclpud by Fokker (the 10th DC-3 for Fokker). {FO}

Accepted by customer KL . FO "

Delivered to KLM as PH-ALW "Wielewas]

(Golden oriole). {AB}

Flown away from Santa monica (at 3.30pm). {F0}

Arrived New York (in the morning).

Sailed from New York on the S.S. pPenniand. {FO}

Asserbled at Waalhaven, fotterdam by a team of seven KLM ineers

including John Gyzcn{ter. After a test flight, the aircra was
ferried to Schiphol. {JG} )

Entered service on the Amsterdam-Batavia route. PH-ALW was one of 9
DC-3s allocated to this route. These aircraft were fitted with only
11 seats (in lieu of the normal 21) for passenger comfort, {3G}

kLM flights on the Batavia route resumed from Naples (3 flights a
week) after France and England closed their airspace o LM on
OSSEL;"?? and IOSEPB?UG}respect'ively. Major overhaul was transfered to
KMI n .

Re-registered ALW. The aircraft remained KM property and
retained KLM livery although under the operational control of KNILM.

{3G} {AB}
KLM ffl'ights on the Batavia route resumed from Lydda, pPalestine (2
flights a week) after it was feared that Italy would enter the war.
Two DC-3s were eransferred to KLM in 'Eng'land, leaving 7 aircraft to
rate the Lydda-Batavia route which was later reduced to one
ight a week because of growing wartime restrictions. .
PK-ALW Daparted Lydda under the command of Captain Evert Van Diik on
the last service to Batavia. {JG} L .
advised that he could not Jand in Singapore as planned, Van Dijk
waited in Calcutta for further clearance. {
van Dijk cleared to depart for Alyab and Medan. On arrival in Medan,
van Dijk encountered a group of 36 women and children awaiting
evacuation to Batavia. To accommodate the extra passm::s and to
reduce weight, the seats were removed and abandoned at . {3G}
?KJ@M arrived in Batavia, the same day that Singapore capitulated.
Under the commend of tain Eddy Dumlop, PK-ALW was flown to an
unfinished highway ( atoe Road) just outside Bandoeng to await
the arrival of His Excellency the Lieutenant (overnor General, Dr.
H. Van Mook who was to be evacuated to Australia. This road had been
used as a secret landing strip for several days previously. Several
KNILM ground staff were also awaiting evacuation.
With the arrival of its inportant passenger, PK-ALW departed at 0100
as the last civil aircraft to leave the East Indies. Heavy fighting
was in prgr«ess at Lembang, less than 15 km away from Bandoeng. PK-
ALW arrived at Port H_ed‘iand, W.A. after a non-stop flight lasting a
total of 7 hours 32 minutes. {3G}
Document shows aircraft sold to Australian Government for £5 as Vit~
ALW. {AT} Photographic evidence sm&sts that PK-ALW was never
painted as VH-ALW although other tographic evidence indicates
that at least one of the Dutch aircraft was painted with VH mneks .
KNILM sifmed a contract to hand over ten aircraft to tha
betwees SHAY42 and 18MAY42. Date of sale also reported as 20WARS2
and price guoted as either $53,000.00 or $530, .00. Eleven (11)
KNILM aircraft (2 DC-2, 4 Lockhead 14, 2 DC-3 and 3 DC-5) had been
aevacuated to Australia when N.E.XI. fell to Japan. (One Lockheed 14
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03APRA2
14MAYE2

15MAY42

17MAY42
20MAY4Z

14JUNE2

16JUNS2

173uUL42

26JuL42

27SEFAZ
24APR43

14MAY43

3

subsequently crashed) . Initially the KNILM aircraft operated under
h Ug grilitary were reluctant to leave &

mjor part of the already meagre air transport fleet in private

hands. General MacArthur (who arrived 1n Australia on 18MAR4Z)

o;;%urfd thait the Dutch ?irc{:::it belgc(:)qm red by fthe uSMFm). &YI Lc:lt:ie:g

o ogistic support ing ng cases of spa

effectively forced to sell their aircraft to the USAAF. {AAIS

3%.
21st Transport Squadron activated at Archerfield. {BB}
Under thesP:em Lf the contract of sale to the USAAF, all aircraft
had to be test fiown before delivery. The KNILM maintenance Créw
reed to have all aircraft ready for a simultaneous test ight
#gus all 10 aircraft were in the air together over Sydney Harbour.
The Dutch destroyer "T v berthed at woolloomocioo was buzzed by
several of the aircraft. Three of the KNILM aircraft then fiew under
the Sydney Harbour Bridge, once in each direction. The “Bridge"”
formation was lted by Captain Frans Van Breamen n DC-2 Pi-AFK
followed by Capt Peter peenik in DC-3 PK-ALMW and Captain Dirk Rab
(with John Gyzemyter as Flight Engineer) in DC-5 PK-ADG. {JG}
Handed over to United States Arwy Air Force as C-49H "11944" (not an
official serial nunber but one apparently contrived from the ¢/f).
rated by 2ist Transport Squadron USAAF out of Archerfield,
Brisbane as VHOAE (radio call-sign). Used mainly on ftroop flights
to/from New Guinea under control of Directorats of Air Transport

t to Chief-of-Staff, Aliied Air Forces for aircraft to be
assigned to General Headquarters. (See 14JUNA2) .
History of 374th Troop Carrier Group states that VHOXE was assi ned
to the 2lst Transport Squadron_on this date. The history of the 2lst
Troop Carrier Squadron states June 1942. {B8}
Letter from Air-Vice-Marshal Bostock, Chief-of-Staff, Allied Air
Forces SWPA to Commander-in-Chief SWPA offering an umi tified "DC-
3 with two new angines, fitted with seven regular passenger seats,
new a:ad'lo equipment and heating apparatus and a 1000 wile safe
range” .
Letter from Colonel Fitch, Adjutant General, to Commander, AlTied
Air Forces "It is understocd that the DC-3 will be at Essendon on
June ls.mhm will be made at that time. By command of
General . {3}
General MKacArthur travelled from Melbourne to Canberra and return to
attend the Prime Minister’s War Conference. Letter from Colonel
Henry Godman dated O7JUL9S states that he was the agﬂcot and the
aircraft was "the Dutch DC-3". Alt Codman is unable to confirm
the exact date, this date is consistent with MacArthur's known
movements .
21st Transport Squadron redesignated 2lst Troop Carrier Sauadron.

{BB}
Final mention of VHOXE in 21TCS records. Shown as transfered to GIQ
%‘:thtw?t l’atc:'lggfu= Ar":ea. {GG}
r orm No 1 2-2-42) records a local
Arc_mrﬁ:'r: by DC-3 serial nunber 1944. Crew shown as folpo:sg?t fhdis
Maj H.C. Gi0_(Pilot)
May Gen R.K. Sutherland GHQ (Co-pilot)
5/5gt V.L. Gunm %m’gmer)
S/Sgt S.P. Bone io Operator)
Flight departed 14:10
Flight returned 15:5%
Fiight time 1:07

ings 2 {4}

Received at Cosmonwealth Aircraft Corporation, Fisherman‘'s Bend
Melbourne as USAAF 41-1944 for md'iﬁcg?tions. (Sorese: sources dai;n
that this work was performed by A.N.A. at Essendon.) Allocated
sequence number CAC 17. The first aircraft (CAC 1) to go through
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12AUGA3
1SAUGA3

21AUGA3

NOV43
13JAN44

23MARA4
J1MARA4

01APR44

23APR44
25APRE4
14JUN44
NOV44
DECA4

17MAR4S
22MAYA4AE

260CT46
23FEBSO

J

i ranme was another ex-KLM DC-3 ¢/ 1041. AHSA Journal Vol.
t31 ﬁN:. shows several photos of this ai rcraft undergoing the
jnstallation of a large removable hatch on the ri ¢ hamnd side. This
hatch (as distinct from a2 door) appears tw roxisate the size of a
C-47 double door. Insta\lod w‘ithg ts;l: ha::‘ : wscs ; s-gnq_}: pas::nlg::

r similar in size and shape no -3 sin
ﬁgr. albeit of reduced hgght. It is believed that DC-g U\g‘?? (c/n
1944) received this same ification. CAC 1 was in the factor¥ from
060CT42 until 28NOV42 1.e. 53 days. CAC 17 was in the factory or 89
days. AHSA Journal Vol. 22 No. 4 Page 92 provides these dates which
were taken from the diary of the CAC Chief Security officer. It is
also stated that C-40H-D0 41-1944 changed its radio calisign from
VHOE to VHCXL during the mods at CAC. It 1s also stated that this
aircraft (c/n 1044) had been General Douglas MacArthur's ai rcraft
until the arrival and wodification of C-47A-20-DL 41—;_3421 c/n 9283
which assumed the radio callsign VHOXE and the name S&hiny S!peh
(Photograph'ic evidence that the name was spelied Shiela” not
“gheila™) This latter aircraft passed through the CAC programme as
CAC 16, arriving oR 13MAY43 and departi on OSJUN43. It 1s.beHeVed
that all internal fittings were removed trom c/n 1944 for fitment to
c/n 9283. DC-3 c/n 1944 was then Fitted with side-saddle seats.
Modification work completed by CAC. Returned to USAAF .

Taken on charge by the RAAF as VHOXL. Operated by No 36 San,

Towmsvillie on courier flights. On loan from the .

First flight with 365gn from Townsville to_ Port Moresby and return

(F McConachie and p/0 Garde). During 365qn service ( was

natural metal with USAAF stars. VHCXL was the only aircraft i 365qn

not camouflaged, which may be why all subsequent flights were to

Horn Island. JGRY :

General MacArthur's B-17E 41-2593 "Bataan’ entered service.

Flown from Townsville to Essendon by P/0 Ball and SGT Varney. Last

flight with 365an. {GR}

Returned to Directorate of Air Transport (DAT) .

Australian National Airways Pty Ltd applied to p.C.A. for a

Certificate of Airworthiness. Paperwork describes aircraft as c/n

1044, USAAF serial 41-1944 and mad-OxXL". {GG}

Australian CofA No. X-16 issued to Australian National Airways as

HOXL (22 senger seats). The aircraft did not r on the

Australian Register. This _sfgcia'l wx" series CofA tted carriage
itary aircraft. Used on ANA'S "Pacific

struck off charge by RAAF and returned to USAAF. {GG}

Allocated USAAF serial 44-83229 as a C-49H-DO (presumably & book-
keep::g exercisa prior to imwinent disposal).

Offer for sale by U.S. Foreign Economic Administration (as PK-ALW)
Estimsted Flying Time 3500 hours" {1%

ANA were operating a daily service from Archerfield to Finschhafen
and a Brisbane-Sy y-Helbourne return service every Sunday.

Struck off by USAAF .

Registered VH-ANR to Australian National Airways. Certificate of
Registration No 985. {FP} Named »0ana" (To Inform) in ANA service.
At some stage the passenger door was moved from the right side to
the left side. This was probably done by ANA prior to this date
during pre-service modi fications.

Iqta'l 'gm 7802:33.

ircra tipped on to ijts nose at Van Rook i
airfield conditions. Aircraft was conmm = Q1"Cag‘t'e ol e
Aeroplane was later flown out by Capt P.L. Ta %or, ANA Flight
Superintendent, direct to Melbourne in 7 hours. total non-stop
distance of 1450 miles was claimed as a record for a DC-3 in

Australia. This inci i i '
s smel;:?dent is described thus in Nan whitcomb's book Up
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MAYSO
APRSS

210CT57
18FEBS8

APRSE
17JUL58
010CT58
17FEBS9
19DECS9

JUNGS
233UL68

OLNOV6S
23SEP69

280CT69
243UL72

14AUG72

14DEC74
24JANE1
24JANS7

18FEB94
23APRS4

28ALCO4
15SEP94
190CTS4

“ the wet season when some of tha airstrips becams extremely
sg“g;;':gthe station owners had to make the decision for us whether it
was safe to land. On 8 visit to Van Rook station, the safety markers
were out, so after a 1ow observation run across the strip, %tﬂn
Maurie B. and First Officer Ernie S. decided it was 0K to . On
touching down, all seamed wall, until the Captain pulled back on the
power and we cams to an abrupt stop in a deep bog with the result
that the aircraft ended up on its nose. For a moment, I thought we
would flip right over but  that sturdy old DC-3 shuddered and
eventually flopped back cn to its belly - 'lmy for us. Multipots,

. r sa\qers

bef';’;-e. we had only one delightful old bushman on board who, I am
still convinced, thought it was & perfectly normal 1anding. The only
thing he was concerned about was losing his pipe. After a very
pleasant four day rest as enforced guests at Van Rook, we were flown
out in the air ambulance Dragon Rapide - only to hear rumours that
we had hit high temnsion wires were al - so much for the
bush telegraph!’ Account contributed by F1 ight Hostess Mary Dulhunty
(later Turbayne) .

ANA records show total time 18,720 hours. {AT} )

Major overhaul by Fairey Aviation, Bankstown. Total time 26,623
hours. {AT}

ANA was renamed Ansett-ANA {FP} .
Ansett Transport Industries gained control of Butler Air
Transport.{FP%

Leased to Butler Air Transport Pty Ltd, Sydney

as VH-ANR. {AB} ‘ _

Modi fi to "Viewmaster” configuration by Fairey Aviation at
Bankstown. Believed to be the first "Viemmster" conversion in
Australia. {GM} .

Returned to service after modifications. {

Registered toO Airlines of New South Wales as VH-ANR although
operated by Butler Air Transport in Butler colours.

Airlines of NSW conmenced operations. {FP}

Airlines of NSW became Ansett Airlines of NoW. {FP} .
Arrived Essendon from S dney. Several days later was fitted with
wings from DC-3 VH-ANQ which was retired to the graveyard with wings
from VH-ANR. VH-ANQ was subseguently scrapped at Essendon. {Essendon
Newsletter No 19}

Ansett-ANA became Ansett Airlines of Australia. {FP}

l;g;ned Sydney to Helbourne for overhaul. {Essendon Newsletter No
Ferried Melbourne to Sgchey after overhaul and modi fications.
{Essendon Newsletter No 38}

Ferried Sydney to Schofields for storage. Aircraft was leased for a
token price to two ANSH pilots who intended to operate the ai rcraft
as a 1qu; museum. [Essendon Newsletter No 61 states aircraft was
dismantied at Schofields and moved by road to an un-namsd transport

ruseun??]
32'.2‘ " °§£...'3‘° 1Ist<::|t' Alex Ga and dney

rs as t Alex Garriock E/0 John Wilson of .
Ferried to Camden (wheels down) and storéd. of Sy
Ownership transfered to George Markey, Sydney. {AT}
m'{g;ntion work commenced with view to flying aircraft under

a.
[:-?n.tdftt?l Queu;s“ldandt Air Hase:m by Geo Karkey .
PCra at Canglen

thccabinm y QAM r who changed the lock om
QAM recovery crew arrived Camden.
Arrived at Caloundra or two sami-trailers.
Fuselage and centre section re-attached at Caloundra.
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