
NAA Files. Series number A433, Item ID 74216, Netherlands subjects evacuated from Netherlands 

East Indies [NEI] to Australia. Generally, 1944-47. 

Many news clippings regarding NEI evacuees coming to Australia after the surrender of Japan and 

extreme unrest between Indonesians and Europeans came about - many regarding the need for 

accommodation, and the hoped 50,000 individuals who would recuperate in Australia. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Same letters as NAA File 189323 where the NEI government ask the Australian Gov. whether they 

could accommodate approximately 2-3k evacuees: 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



Letter from Queensland's Dairymen Organisation suggesting internees and Dutch East Indies 

evacuees recuperate in camps in northern Queensland in the Tableland region 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Newspaper clipping wording Casino's dislike of Javanese 

 

 

 

 



Dutch citizens coming in as 'tourists' and not evacuees - the promise of putting money into the 

Australian economy while getting much needed recuperation 

 

 

 



Mr van Holst Pellekaan (Trade Commissioner for the NEI at Melbourne) is granted full power of 

making arrangements for NEI evacuees in Australia around 16th September 1945, and all 

correspondence surrounding this matter must go around him first 

 

 



Regarding the procedure that Dutch East Indies evacuees must take when entering Australia 
 

 

 

 



About telegrams from ex-POW in NEI pleading to the Netherlands Prime Minister to evacuate the 

women and children as quickly as possible 

 

 

 



About Camp Columbia being too cramped 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



An appeal to the Australian government about accepting more than 10,000 evacuees, which was the 

decision as of 27th November 1945 

 

 

 



Holland has agreed to take 25,000 evacuees 

 

 

 

 



Number of Dutch nationals present in Australia as of 17th November 1945 

 

 

 

 



As of 17th December, Australia is only taking 10,000 evacuees from NEI 

 

 

 

 



Letter on the 18th December 1945 detailing camps available to take evacuees. Includes Cowra (can 

host 4,000 people), Harvey (1,000), and Mt Martha (4,500) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



21st December 1945, Holland is taking 50,000 evacuees, Australia and NZ 15,00 
 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 



3rd January 1946, approximately 1,000 evacuees are entering a month and Mr van Holst pellekaan is 

making enquiries into more accommodation outside of the camps 

 

 

 



NIWOE starting to get involved in accommodation 





 

 

 

 

 



A letter from van Holst Pellekaan, head for NIWOE, speaks of obtaining accommodation for at least 

2,000 more evacuees -> describes more camps, hotels etc. which may be available for use 

 







 

 

 

 

 



20th December 1945, amount of Dutch evacuees in Australia 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Suggestion of the use of Sellhein Military Camp, near Charters Towers, north Queensland to house 

evacuees from NEI 

 

 

 



22/12/45. Mention of the Army Canteen Women's hostel in Degrave Street, Melbourne as a place 
for evacuees. By Pellekaan 
 

 

 

 



11th March 1946. On the Dutch decision that any Dutch evacuees in Australia should be sent to 
Holland 
 

 

 

 



On repatriation to the NEI/Netherlands, and the necessity of an exit permit 
 

 

 

 



Group of Indonesian peoples arriving in Sydney from Macassar via Townsville aboard the S. S. 

Curacao 

 

 

 



30th April 1946. List of non-Dutch arriving in Australia from NEI 

 



 

 

 

 

 



22nd November 1946. List of Dutch leaving Commonwealth. Mention of Tasman and Bloemfontein 
vessels 

 

 

 

 



1st March 1947 - list of people asking if they were present in Australia between 1942-45 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



List of Dutch returning to NEI 17th May 1946 

 

 

 

 



About after six months of recuperation is up - many Dutch from NEI waiting to return home. Last 

paragraph interesting about Coloured personnel, many of whom were servicemen 

 

 

 



20th May 1946, NIWOE Queensland is now at New Farm, Brisbane  

 

 

 

 



17th April 1946. Dutch Evacuee who arrived in Sydney from NEI 





 


