MINISTER FOR AIR,

Victoria Barracks,
NELBOURNE, S.C.1.

CONFIDENTIAL

iy dear Prime Minister,

TRANSFER OF NO. 19 (DUTCH) SQUADRON FROM
ARCHERFIELD TO NETHERTANDS EAST INDIES.

Following on your telephone call this morning
on the above-mentioned matter, I thought you may be
interested to have the following informsticn as a back=-
ground in your proposed talk with the Dutch Minister.

2e All Dutch Sguadrons have been withdrswn from
| Australia with the exception of No. 19 (Transport) Sguadron.
‘ That unit was formed at Archerfield in August, 1945, in
order that the various Dutch transport aircraft could be
grouped into one orgenisation for the purposes of administra-
tion and operational control. The squadron uses Air Force
accommodation but, apart from that, no other services are
supplied by the R.A.A.F. The squadron is maintaining
comnmunications between Batavia and Brisbane and is operating
with Duteh civil markings.

Se Qur Air Force authorities have discussed from
time to time with the Duteh Army Liaison authorities here
the guestion of transfer of the sguadron to Java, but nothing
of a definite character in that connection has developed
notwithstanding that the earlier promises were that the
sguadron would be moved to Java early this year.

Lo On the 21stApril last my Department reguested the :
Department of External Affairs to take up that guestion with
the Royal Netherlands Legation at Canberra which replied on
the 6th June to the effect that the final transport of the i
sguadron would depend upon the possibilities of shipping, i
that it is expected that, if shipping space becomes available :
shortly, the transfer will be completed at the end of August
next and that operations of the unit will, pending the with- u
drawal, be subject to the administrative control of the
Royal Australian Air Force.

Se In the last-mentioned connection, owing to the {
nature of the operations of that squadron, it is impossible
Tor the R.A.A.F. to exercise any real administrative control
over that unit which is operating more in the nature of a (e
civil airline between Australia and the Netherlands East At -
Indies. The view is thus taken that its continued presence S EES
in Austrelia should be clarified on a Government level and 1IN TN
that a firm date for the withdrawal of the squadron to N.E.I. Nilhis
should be established. P sl

6o I might here add, in confidence, that, as far back A
as October, 1946, the A.0.C., Eastern Area, advised R.AAF. et -
Headquarters to the effect that No. 19 Sguadron appeared to ‘ {1
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¥ be throwing off its Service cloak and was emerging as part

‘of the K.N.I.L.lM. organisation (a well-Xnown civil airline)
having regard to its current activities.

Te I shall, of course, be glad to hear the outcome
of your discussions with the Duteh Minister.

Yours sincerely,

U ;

(Arthur S. Drakeford)
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DUTCH SQUADRON
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9th July, 1947.

My dear Minister,

2 o I have your letter of 7th
- July adv me in regard to the trans

| of lo:dﬁs%“tch) Squadron from Archerfield
. to Netherlands East Indies and thank you
~ for the information contained therein.

| e ‘ I shlllta’d;isc ygiu in "‘i“
i e e course of the result of any discussions
I may have with the Dutch Minister.
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""" over that unit which is operating more in the nature of a
T, TR ﬁl airline between Australia and the Netherlands East

- Indies. The view is thus taken that its continued presence
- in Austrelia should be clarified on a Government level and.

a firm date for the withdrawal of the squadron to N.E.I.

~ chould be established.
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6. I mipght here add, in confidence, that, as far back




MINISTER FOR AIR.

Victoria Barracks,
MELBOURNE, S.C,1.

By I refer to your letter of the 9th July and to mine
of the 7th July regarding the guestion of transfer of NWo. 19

. Dutch (Transport) Sguadron from Archerfield to the Netherlands

- East Indies.

B2 2 . 2.  VWnen in Brisbane last Wednesday, I inspected the
~ R.AJACT. components at Archerfield and took the opportunity

- whilst there of discussing with Messrs. Schneiders and
~ Lischer (of the Dutech Sguadron) the guestion of its vacation
~ of certain buildings at that airport.

3¢ _ Mr. Schneiders then intimated that, while the target
te of the squadron's vacation of Archerfield was the 15th
.~ July, those arrasngements could not be adhered to owing to the
- late arrival of the Dutch vessel "Tjibesar'". He intimated
- that that vessel (a 12,000 ton sh-ipg was still loading at
- lNelbourne and that, when its loadings there are completed,
B 'Ez:.‘-_f-:;;.‘-r? ~the npsibesar! will proceed to Pinkenba to "pick up" all of
T “1 {"tﬁe eguipment, etc., belonging to the Dutch Squadron at
~ Archerfield and that that sguadron will wholly vacate the
- buildings at present held by it within fourteen days of the
- vessel leaving Pinkenba.
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‘ . My Department is now in touch with the Department
~ of Supply and Shipping with a view to ascertaining the
~ reasons Tor the delay of the vessel "Tjibesar" at Melbourne,
~ and further, whether any and if so what action can be taken
4o facilitate its early departure to Pinkenba for the purposes
- referred to in preceding paragraph.

5. I might add that, whilst at Archerfield, I ascertained
that, since the 1st June, 24 Dutch aircraft arrivals there
from the Wetherlands East Indies had been recorded. Actually,
one arrived on the date of my inspection, the passenger list
comprising several civilians.

~ 6. I shall be glad if you will advise me of the result
of any discussion you mey have with the Dutch Minister and
I will keep you informed of any other developments as become
knovn to me.

Yours sincerely,

s N R
/
(Arthur S. Drekeford)
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Prime Kinister,
Pearliament House,
CANBERRA o
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¥ _«OYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE.

MINUTE PAPER.

(This side only to be written on.)

DUTCH AIRCRAFT.

The position that now appears to reaguire decision having
" regard to the advices contained in my minute (copy attached) of

3rd September, 19247, is as under :- .
”Jf':i -ﬁg);ls the Minister for Customs agreeable to lifting the embargo

on Putcn Aircraft to permit four machines to come to
fastralia to 1ift the remaining N.E.I. pepsonnel and

AR equipment. If not, will permission be gfgen for the Dutch
e R LR to charter Australian Aircraft for those purposes.

RS As indicated in my previous minute, the Dutch Authorities
~  have adeguate guantities of petrol and oil for the four flights as

J'_f{%ﬁéll as personnel to refuel the airerafts.

R No Australian Assistence will, therefore, be required
) other than the lifting of the embargo for additional aireraft
' . flights.

A ~ For your information I am attaching copy of advice
. received by Teleprinter from the Department of External Affairs on

i;?ii;( the 26th August, 1947.

ﬁxf ;Q. | e e ° In view of the representations received from the Dutch
B A Minister the guestion of lifting the embargo should be discussed
e with the Minister for Customs.

I et el  No other official representations have been made to us in
ﬁ,k - this matter mor has any cuestion been raised with us since my

’ ' minute dated 3rd September, 1947.

. T have spoken to Mr. Amos in Brisbane today and he

(S ~informs me that the Dutch have considerable guantities of stores at

the Pinkenbah Wharf awaiting shipment to Java.

- LA However, the stores which are to be carried away by
W airerait are at present located in one Igloo Hangar. All of the
X other hangars, formerly used by the Dutch, have now been returned.
: They have finished their operations at Arcnerfield and are awaiting
' the outcome of their Government's approach to our Government.
' There are still a few Dutch personnel at Archerfield looking after
the stores which, as previopsly mentioned, could be lifted with the
four aircraft reguired.

SECRETARY.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE.
MINUTE PAPER.

(This side only to bo written on.)

DUTCH ATRCRAFT,.

Following upon the outbreak of hostilities
between the Dutch and Indonesians the Queensland Trades and
Labour Council reguested that the landing and servicilng of
Dutch aeroplans in Australia be stoppeds In reply to this
request advice was forwarded to the Secretary, Mr. Healy,
that arrangements were well in hand for the transfer of Noe
19 Dutch (Transport) Sguedron from Archerfield to the
Netherlands Egst Indies and it was likely that the Squadron's
equipment would be shipped from Archerfield at a very early
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‘date and asking that no opposition be mgde to this move,

fil _6 g

el _ Ag a result of laster developments the Squadron's
~ equipment was not loaded on board the Dutch Freighter TJIBESAR
el =S which had proceeded to Brisbane for this purpose.

S e

A o The A.C.T.U., and all affiliated Unions excepting the
;'.:-{f B Al s AW Ve gnb‘a'equ_ently placed a ban on the refueling of Dutch

20 e IO e aircraft. '

= | [T g ~ On the 25th August the Royal Netherlands Legation
T ) ‘ forwarded a note to the Secretary, Department of External
Apfairs as follows :=-

(e | ~ "According to information received from the Commanding

fors ' Officer 19th Transport Squadron Royal Netherlands Indies

ol v Army Alr Force, the Royal Australian Air Force at Apberley
(Bpisbane) has received instructions from the Dirsctor of

| Supply and Equipment of Air Board, Gproup Captain Acton, at

: Melbourne not to refuel the aircraft of the 19th Squadron.

-’ "It has also been indicaeted that the Royal Ausiralian

g Air Force at Darwin (NeTe) will receive similar instructions.

& Furthermore the Shell Company of Australia Ptye Ltd. has |
informed the Commanding Officer 19th Squadron that they will
not be able to supply 19th Squadron with drums of aviation
spirit and oll, as a consequence of threats allegedly made
by certain Austrazalian Traede Unions.

"The Government of the Netherlands Indies regrets the
extremely un-compromising attitude taken by the Royal
Australian Air Force - an attitude which strongly contrasts
with the hospitality and co-operation previously shown by
the Royal Aystralian Air Forcae.

: "Pursuant to instructions which have been received the
Legation desires to draw the earnest attention of the
Department to the fact that the Royal Australian Air Force
still enjoys the hospitelity and full co-operation of the
Ropal Netherlands Indies Apmy Air Force at Morotail
(Netherlands Indies). In this connection it is strongly
felt that both services rendered by the R.A.A F, on
Austrelian territory and by the R.N,I.,AsA.F. in Netherlands
Indies Territory are a consequence of the former allied co-
operation which should not be unilaterally disrupted by one |
of the parties. i
"In view of the above the Legation has been directed to ¥
request the Department that the necessary steps be teken in
order to provide the 19th Squadron with the desired ol s £%
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Parliament House,

CARBERRA. A.C.T.
20th September, 12947,
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X -'." My dear Prime Minister,

BT RN ) " Following your inquiry I have now had inguiries
o T  pegarding operations of the sircraft service operated by the

nsport Squadron, Netherlands Indies Air Forces.

I understand that no embargo has been imposed
ptment of Trade and Customs on Dutch aireraft. The
the Department is simply to ensure with regard to any
eraft visiting Australia that Customs requirements

- adreraft of the 19th Transport Squadron Royal

e 2plands Indies Army Airforce have up to the present, on their
S \ustralia, been regerded for Customs purposes as "public
in th " gervices of a foreign Government. As such, they

yted from sll Customs formalities.
2 .;?“Zl. l 1 Reeantly, some of the Service psrsonnel manning
. aireraft have been replaced by civilians, and the question

e with the Customs Department as to whether, in view of this,
rcraft should lose their status as public vessels. ‘
g ’Ihaye agreed that the concession of status as
be extended to all aircraft of this Dutch Squadron
e they are engaged on the removal overseas of Dutch

quitment now held in Queensland, regardless of

&ey are wanned by Service personnel or civilians.
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s ) Yours sincerely,

L

(Ben Courtice).

T e T 2 Sw el gl o /‘~4w W ’hé{
e,

- “rursuant To 1nstructlions whilch have been received the
Legatlon desires to draw the earnest attention of the
Department to the fact that the Royal Australian Air Force
still enjoys the hospitality and full co-operation of the
R%al Netherlands Indies Apmy Air Force at Morotai
(Netherlands Indies). In this connection it is strongly
felt that both services rendered by the R.A.A.F, on
Austrelian territory and by the R.N,I.,AsA.F., in Netherlands

Indies Territory are a consequence of the former allied co-
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