7 Tragic Princfef““

. By JOHN O'NEILL . ..
Act One.'Scene One."A tall man”
of practised . deportment walks
slowly into the lobby of'the Royal
Family’s working palaces* O

ments are weary and ponderous
He appears to have a tear welling
. inhiseye, hinting, one fears, at the

... onset of yet another bout of severe .
depression.”

He calls for his aides to bring a
round of drinks.

3 says, “is as the husband of the
relgmng monarch. I assist my wife
in the performance of her duties.

-~Everything~I-do~is-somehow

“*"He is a Prince and’ hrs move- ;

“My first responsnblllty,“‘ he

' g”\/d  onn s ool

. The play, the tragedy of Claus‘

 Prince {of the" Netherlands, ‘has. :‘i!,n

begun

The Pnnce, 62 andﬂ‘hls ,,wlfe, o

Queen Beatrix, 751 farrlve in

- Australia today for. a 12 day tourv»\ﬁ German

As heir- apparent and more
recently as Queen, she has en joyed

the adoratlon of her public. As

- Prince-.Consort and a ' 'German

whose people occupied the Neth- T
* erlands and killed DutchJews, he

has endured hate and forsaken the .
right to speak hismind.; Nl

"The’ dlplomat-cum-lawyer mar-
ried the future Queen'in 1966.' As'
they were exchangingivows, -
.youths .were rioting in, Amster-

)then‘ Pnncess and Claus, a former

ember-ofithe. Hitler Youth. 3
Earlier, Klaus' (he Jater changed
hls name to the Dutch spelling of
Claus) had told thepress that'yes,"
i'had been:a private in_the
iand’ yes, he had”
“been a member of the Hitler

“Youth. But, he protested, it had

beencompulsory athis school.

# “I'did not'like the Hitler Youth

t.all ... [and later] I can assure

you that I and my fellow soldiers

knew nothing about those. atroci-
5./ 1know-'this 1s dlfﬁcult to

beheve, butitis true.”

The Princess took the throne in
1980~ after her mother, "Queen
Juliana, abdicated.:The { Prince

Zc} E Gl

Prince Claus ... weary and
_ponderous. 5

Het bewuste Q/z/—/ke(
Cle /Ti’ ant

connected w1th the functlons of
my wife.” I ROHZ HIMGR

Three weeks ago;the Pnnce met
meémbers of the Australian pressat
his wife’s palace in The Hague.
There, he confided: “I think there

isa problem when you are on a ‘

'State visit [it’s so] organised .
something else, some sightseeing.

the central parts of Austraha

)

Alas, the Prmce, as.a DutchL

protester pointed out to himin a
letter, will not even be meeting

any of the original inhabitants, the

“Aborigines. But, says the Prince,

know very little about it.”

During the next 12 days; hrgh- ;
lights of the couple’s official

dam’s streets, throwing smoke
\;, bombs m protest at the umon of

You asked me if I would like to do‘

1 would like to see somethmg ol'

took to.a psychiatric: hospital 18
. months laler g

1 4
IR

"appomtments “will include:

wreath-laymg ceremony, a State
dinner with the..Governor-Gen-
eral, a visit to Parliament House, a

“lunch’with the Prime Minister; a
. 'visit to a school of art,’a meeting

with the Dutch ambassador, a visit
to-a monument, a trip to a farm to
watch sheep being shorn, lunch

. >-aboard a mlhtary shnp, etcetc. .

In Melbourne,*the Prince’s
wrfe the Queen; will present The
Cup

Nonetheless, the Prmce is

he can’t complain: “I’ve been told 4;‘Iookmg forward, to  his  travelse

to: steer clear of that SUbJCCt as'l:

“One of the great advantages of 3

“country'like ‘Australia'is that they

don’t recognise 'you,” 'he'says!
y

. “Our faces are not known and SO

we can walk around the streets.”



