
 

 

 

DUTCH-AUSTRALIAN GENEALOGY GROUP  
 

NEWSLETTER May 2020 

Welcome to the Newsletter of the Dutch Australian Genealogy Group for May 2020 

 

I hope your family has been able to navigate the social isolation restrictions and keep well physically 

and mentally during the COVID-19 crisis. It is pleasing to hear that our compliance with these 

restrictions has seen a decrease in the transmission of the virus and that gradually we may be able to 

see them relaxed. We look forward to seeing our members return to regular meetings.  We are 

fortunate that in the year 2020 we can meet with people virtually and communicate instantly with 

those not in the same room. So, as the government sets restriction on our social interactions, we can 

still undertake many of our normal routines from home.  

 

Unfortunately, the meeting for May had to be cancelled and at this stage the August Meeting is still 

uncertain, but we will keep you informed. 

 

................................................................................... 

 

FIGHTING  EPIDEMICS IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY  



 

 

Every day at two o'clock we receive an update from RIVM about the latest (mortality) figures for the 

coronavirus. During the plague epidemics of the seventeenth century, the population was also well 

informed about the number of deaths. 

 

This is clearly visible in the above 

image of the Dam. It is a nineteenth 

century version of the original that 

was made in 1656 by Jan 

Lingelbach. From right to left you 

can see the Damrak, the now gone 

Waag, the Nieuwe Kerk and the new 

city hall under construction. Just 

before the town hall is a wooden 

house with an inscription at the top 

left. If we zoom in on the white 

letters, we read '896 dead'. It is a 

reference to the plague epidemic of 

1655-1656. At that wooden house the dead were reported, and their numbers kept. In the middle of 

Dam Square, the busiest part of the city. 

 

MULTIPLE EPIDEMICS  

The plague regularly spread through the city in the seventeenth century. It was probably mainly the 

bubonic plague, which was spread by infected rat fleas. Growing global trade was good for prosperity, 

but it also had a downside: it caused the rapid spread of infectious diseases. In the port city of 

Amsterdam, where ships (and thus rats) came and went, it was hit again every so often. Plague 

epidemics raged in 1599, 1601/1602, 1617, 1624, 1635/1636, 1655/1656 and finally in 1663/1664. No less 

than 10% of the population died during each epidemic. The disease disrupted the whole of society, 

many inhabitants fled the overcrowded city for fear. 

 

ENTHRALLED  

It was not known exactly how to contract the plague. The 

seventeenth century did not yet know about bacteria and 

viruses, but learned through damage and shame what worked 

and what did not. That you could counteract contamination by 

keeping isolation and distance, for example. That advancing 

insight is probably why the plague disappeared from the city 

over the century. It was thus realized that ships were an 

important source of contamination. If they had been in areas of 

plague, they would be banned. That also happened the other 

way around. During the last Amsterdam epidemic of 1663, the Italian city of Piacenza banned 

everyone who had been in or near the city.  

 

SOCIAL DISTANCING  

Amsterdammers also realized that 'social 

distancing' could help. If p lague had been detected 

in a house, the residents had to hang a bunch of 

straw with three bands around it on the 

facade. That way everyone knew you shouldn't go 

in there. Notary Laurens Lamberti made a will at 

the end of November 1629 for the sick boat 

companion Frerick Nonnesz. The pictured section 

shows that he remained outside the building and 

that the plague's bed was placed near the basement window. 



 

 

PLAGUE DITCH  

A year later, in 1630, a new Plague House was built at the 

Overtoomsevaart, approximately at the current Tweede 

Constantijn Huygensstraat. Unlike previous plague houses, it 

was located far outside the city gates. The imposing building 

was built around a courtyard, through which a small moat 

ran. Plague sufferers could be rowed from the 

Binnengasthuis through the Pestsloot (now Bosboom 

Toussaintstraat) to the Pesthuis. As a result, contact with 

other Amsterdammers could be avoided. 

 

 

LONG PROCESSIONS 

The sick and their neighbors were also not 

allowed to visit markets, churches and inns. In 

1558, Amsterdam issued a bullying mark that 

also declared other places where many people 

gathered to be off limits. That was not 

easy. For example, mourning or shrouds were 

seen as important sources of infection, but in 

the meantime family wanted to be present at 

funerals. And they were numerous. The above print by J. Lamsveld shows how during the epidemic in 

1663/1164 several funeral processions were present on the Dam at the same time. In the middle you 

can even see a man who seems to have the task of managing the various funeral processions. 

 

WHITE STICK  

Another label stipulated that a plague sufferer and his housemates had 

to carry a white stick of a cubit (about 70 centimeters) in length so that 

they were recognizable as contagious. When we look at the human-

studded Dam scene again, we see a man with a white stick studying the 

hanged death lists (?) To the left of the wooden house. And on the far 

right in the busy square is another man with a white stick. He walks 

alone, behind him a little boy runs away. This can be seen even more 

clearly in the original  painting from 1656 by Lingelbach. It places the bustling, bustling Dam scene in 

a disturbing perspective. Was the painting perhaps also intended as a warning? 

 
https://www.amsterdam.nl/stadsarchief/nieuws/epidemie/ 

................................................................................ 

 

THE MOST BIZARRE SHORTAGES IN HISTORY  
https://www.ranker.com/list/strangest-shortages-in-history/stephanroget 

 

Amid the COVID -19 outbreak of 2020, it shouldnôt come as news to anyone that markets will 

occasionally run short of something, and not just the staples like food, water, and toilet paper - 

sometimes itôs a lot stranger than that. The 21st century has already witnessed a kimchi shortage, a 

hazelnut shortage, and the brief disappearance of all Twinkies, and thatôs just a sampling of the many 

items humanity has temporarily run out of in the wake of recent mitigating circumstances. 

These shortages can come in many forms and be incited by wildly different events. The world is 

simply running out of certain products, like helium for party balloons, which has led to an ongoing 

dwindling of availability that will probably never be reversed. Other shortages, however - like a 

memorable incident in which Russia ran out of vodka for an entire day - are a lot sillier, though not 

without their own degree of seriousness. 

 



 

 

IN 1946, A SHORTAGE OF BRUSHES TO PAINT HOMES IN 

AUSTRALIA LED TO óOPERATION PIG BRISTLEô 

A lot of military missions have silly-sounding codenames, but 

ñOperation Pig Bristleò truly lives up to its 

strange title. In 1946, Australia found itself in a housing boom but 

suffering from an extreme shortage of paintbrushes with which to 

paint all those new homes - which led to the RAAFôs No. 38 

Squadron being given a surprisingly dangerous mission to rectify the issue. 

With China descending into a civil confl ict, as well as being largely unmapped and diffi cult to access 

by air, the RAAF sent three planes on several missions to transport 25 tons of pig bristles - an 

important 

component in paintbrushes - back to Australia from Chungking over the course of two weeks. The 

mission involved one stretch of flying 1,100 kilometers from Hong Kong to Chungking uninterrupted. 

Operation Pig Bristle was a success, and the housing boom continued. 
 Photo: The Argus at Melbourne/Wikimedia Commons/Public Domain 

 

IN 1958 AND AGAIN IN THE MODERN ERA, HELIUM 

SHORTAGES DEFLATED BALLOON AVAILABILITY   
The world is simply running out of helium, and has been for some time - 

and thereôs a lot more at stake than birthday balloons. The first major 

shortage occurred in 1958, and was notable because it necessitated the 

balloons at the Macyôs Thanksgiving Day Parade being filled with air 

and toted around on cranes. 

More serious shortages have occurred over the first two decades of the 21st century, with three major 

events grabbing headlines, most recently in 2019. And itôs a problem that doesnôt appear to be going 

away, with helium currently being processed at only 14 different natural gas refineries worldwide - 

and with most of those facilities falling behind in their ability to produce the substance. Thatôs bad 

news for birthday party planners, as well as those who use fiber optics, MRI machines, and airbags, 

all of which require helium. 

 

IN THE 1500S, BRITAIN RAN OUT OF FIRE WOOD 

The firewood shortage that rocked Britain in the 16th 

century isnôt a very mysterious one, but instead a 

simple case of deforestation. With an increase in 

demand for the other uses of wood products - namely 

ship-building, paper production, and building 

construction - the Brits started cutting down more 

trees than their limited forests could regrow in a 

timely fashion, leading to a firewood crisis that soon 

affected much of Europe. 

At the time, firewood was of significantly greater importance to the average person than it is today, 

with the average British citizen being almost entirely reliant on it to heat their home. This shortage led 

to many deciding to take their chances in one of the new 

North American colonies where timber was still abundant, 

and there are some who credit the firewood shortage with 

the eventual birth of the United States of America. 

 

DURING WORLD WAR II, WOMEN HAD TO 

IMPROVISE STOCKINGS WHEN NYLON WAS 

NEEDED FOR MILITARY  

EQUIPMENT LIKE PARACHUTES  

Nylon stockings hit the scene at the 1939 Worldôs Fair and 

became an instant sensation, with millions of sales made 

over the next couple of years - until the United States 



 

 

entered WWII in 1941 and nylons became yet another casualty. All nylon was set aside for the 

production of parachutes, ropes, netting, and other essential goods, and stockings were suddenly in 

short supply. Substitutes like so-called ñliquid hosieryò just didnôt do the trick. The demand became 

so intense that a nylon underground market developed for the duration of the conflict. When 

rationing ended in 1945, the response was so dramatic that ñnylon riotsò broke out across the country, 

with consumers desperate to get their hands on a new pair of hose. 

 

IN 2010, WHEN THE COST OF CABBAGE 

SKYROCKETED,  SOUTH KOREA SUFFERED 

A SHORTAGE OF KIMCHI   
In 2010, a bad growing season in China led to a 

worldwide shortage of napa cabbage. It was a 

particular problem for South Korea, where napa 

cabbage is an integral ingredient in the country's 

nationalside dish: kimchi. 

Made with a spiced and fermented cabbage, 

kimchi is such a staple in South Korea that many 

citizens eat itdaily, so this shortage hit hard. As 

kimchi prices skyrocketed - leading some to dub it ñgeum-chi,ò or ñgoldchiò - the government stepped 

in to suspend import duties on cabbage. Others experimented in making kimchi with other 

ingredients, though this typically didnôt prove satisfactory. 

 

DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, PAPER WAS 

SO SCARCE THAT MILL WORKERS COULD BE 

EXEMPT FROM MILITARY D UTY   

Duri ng the American Revolution, as the use of paper In 

newspapers, books, and elsewhere ramped up significantly, 

shortages of paper became commonplace. 

When the Stamp Act of 1765 required that all material 

published within the colonies be printed on stamped paper, 

thus increasing the already inflated cost of paper, it was just 

one more reason to declare independence. 

Paper shortages became an everyday issue that was not 

taken lightly. Having previously imported much of their paper from Europe, Americans were left to 

produce their own. Several states poured funds into the expansion of the industry, and some 

introduced rules by which trained paper makers and mill workers could be exempt from military 

duty - if they kept their brand-new nation rolling in sweet parchment. 

 

IN 2018, KFC RAN OUT OF CHICKEN IN THE UK   
When your company name (well, before it became known 

only by an acronym) has the word ñchickenò in it, running 

out of the bird in question can be a major problem - as it 

was for KFC in the United Kingdom in 2018. The shortage 

was entirely internal - the result of KFC UK & Ireland 

switching delivery contracts to DHL, leading to mass 

delays in chicken shipment and the temporary closure of 

600 restaurants. As KFC tweeted out to its UK customers 

at the time, ñThe chicken crossed the road, just not to our 

restaurants." The company also mentioned that ñThe Colonel is working on it,ò and indeed he must 

have been - as the shortage only lasted a short while and soon KFC was back on its feet, though not 

without eating its fair share of criticism in the process. 

 



 

 

IN THE 1800S, MEDICAL SCHOOLS IN SCOTLAND FACED A SHORTAGE 

OF LEGALLY SOURCED CADAVERS  

Legislation in 1823 dramatically reduced the number of legal executions in 

Britain, which is largely considered a positive - unless one was in the field of 

medical research. The law at the time ruled that medical students were allowed to 

work only with the cadavers of those who had been executed, so fewer executions 

quickly led to a shortage of available cadavers - and some gruesomely creative 

solutions to fi ll that need. 

With medical schools offering ever-increasing amounts for cadavers - with few 

questions asked ï several enterprising individuals took to robbing graves and selling the cadavers. 

When demand grew for fresher specimens, however, prospective cadaver-sellers turned to outright 

slaying to keep the supply strong. Two particularly infamous individuals, William Burke and William 

Hare, suffocated at least 16 people over the course of two years and sold their cadavers for 

approximately 10 pounds each. 

When they were caught, Hare rolled over on Burke, and Burke was sentenced to hang - after which 

his body was given to the Edinburgh Medical School for anatomical research in one of historyôs most 

fi tting 

punishments.  

 

BAD WEATHER THAT LIMITED GRAZING TIME IN 2011 LED 

TO A BUTTER SHORTAGE IN NORWAY   
Norwegians received a nasty gift for the 2011 holiday season - a 

shortage of butter, one of their most beloved national products. The 

dearth of the delicious spread came after an inordinately wet summer 

that affected all of Scandinavia, resulting in lower-quality animal feed 

and thus lower milk productivity among the regionôs cattle. 

While the butter shortage affected other Scandinavian countries, like 

Sweden, it was felt most strongly in Norway, where one government-

controlled co-op, Tine, produces 90% of the nationôs supply. The end 

result was an entire holiday season in which butter showed up 

sporadically on store shelves and was quickly snatched up by eager consumers, leaving everyone else 

with unbuttered Christmas buns. 

 

 

IN 1973, A JOKE BY JOHNNY CARSON RESULTED IN A 

TOILET PAPER SHORTAGE  

Even when the approximate origins of a supply shortage are 

known, narrowing the event down to a singular cause is 

typically an exercise in oversimplification. That is not the 

case, however, with the 1973 toilet paper shortage in the 

United States - which was the result of The Tonight Show 

Starring Johnny Carson and its opening monologue by host 

Johnny Carson: ñYou know, weôve got all sorts of shortages 

these days. But have you heard the latest? Iôm not kidding. I 

saw it in the papers. Thereôs an acute shortage of toilet 

paperò. The country was already experiencing a commercial toilet paper shortage, but Carsonôs team 

of writers took some liberties to craft a few fairly innocent jokes about a general shortage - leading 

panicked consumers to take him at his word. When TP started flying off the shelves and stores ran out 

of stock, it only reinforced the narrative that the country was in the midst of a genuine shortage. Some 

stores began rationing, which further heightened tension, until Carson himself took to the airwaves to 

apologize, saying, ñI donôt want to be remembered as the man who created a false toilet paper scare. I 

just picked up the item from the paper and enlarged it somewhat... there is no shortage.ò 

 



 

 

IN 2012, AFTER HOSTESS BRANDS WENT BANKRUPT, PEOPLE 

HOARDED TWINKIES  

When Hostess Brands Inc., the maker of Twinkies and other cherished 

American treats, announced bankruptcy and closure in 2012, consumers 

made a mad rush to their local supermarkets to get their hands on the cream-

fi lled pastries before they were gone for good - no doubt motivated in part by 

the mythology of Twinkiesô unlimited shelf life. Most stores quickly sold out, and customers eagerly 

bragged to the media about their hoarding of Hostess goodies, but the entire golden-brown rush 

proved to be an overreaction. Hostess and all of its brand holdings, including Twinkies, were 

purchased out of bankruptcy by the private equity fi rms Apollo Global Management and 

Metropoulos & Co. in 2013, and the snacks were back on store shelves by the summer. 

 

DURING WWII IN BRITAIN, NO ONE HAD BANANAS BECAUSE 

SHIPS TO IMPORT THEM WERE U SED BY THE MILITARY  

Everyone had to tighten their belts due to rationing in WWII. Because 

the ships that would typically transport fruit from the warmer climes 

of the world to Europe and North America had all been co-opted into 

the military effort, yes, there were no bananas. Though they were 

already one of the most popular fruits in the world, bananas almost 

completely disappeared from store shelves throughout the entire 

confl ict; the only supply came from soldiers who managed to sneak a few with them when they 

returned home. Children born shortly before or during the conflict didnôt end up seeing their first 

banana until 1946 or later. 

 

IN 2011, THE JAPANESE TSUNAMI LED TO A SHORTAGE OF HIGH - 

QUALITY TAPE FOR FILM AND TV STUDIOS   

A specific type of high-quality tape, Sonyôs HDCAM-SR tape, has been 

used for a large portion of fi lm and television production worldwide, and 

the product used to come from one factory only in Miyagi, Japan. That 

proved disastrous to the fi lm industry in 2011 when an actual disaster, in 

the form of a now infamous earthquake and subsequent tsunami, caused 

massive damage to the facility. When the news hit, various studios and production companies started 

buying up all the remaining stock of Sony tapes at greatly inflated prices, leading to an almost 

immediate shortage that couldnôt be quickly recti fied. Once Sony got the factory back on its feet, it 

was back to business as usual - albeit with a greater impetus to find alternative methods of recording.                                                          

 

IN 2017, CHRISTMAS TREES WERE SCARCE DUE TO THE 

RECESSION OF 10 YEARS EARLIER 

 The shortage of Christmas trees that struck the United States is still 

unfolding today, but it actually has its origins in the nationwide 

recession that lasted from 2007 to 2009. Those tough economic times 

convinced many in the agricultural business to greatly reduce how 

much they planted, but when your product takes a decade to mature, 

as is the case with trees, the impact of such a decision wonôt be felt for 

years. The US has already moved on from that recession - and possibly into another - and Christmas 

trees are now being planted with regular frequency 

again, but that canôt save the crops that werenôt 

planted in the past. By the 2020 holiday season, it is 

hoped that tree stocks might be back up to previous 

levels. 

éééééééééééééééééé 

 



 

 

QUICK TIP ï DONôT STOP LOOKING WHEN THEYôRE DEAD 
Yvette Hoitink 

 

Sometimes, relevant records are produced long after the person of interest is dead. Here are some 

examples: 

¶ An estate may remain undivided during the surviving spouseôs lifetime. The records of how the 

estate was divided and who the heirs were might be decades later. 

¶ A record may have been copied at a later time, for example as part of court proceedings or a 

chartulary. The original record may not 

survive, but the later copy might. 

¶ Land records may include details about the 

provenance of the land. Other land 

transactions were initially recorded 

privately, and only later copied into public 

records. 

For an example of a much newer record providing 

relevant evidence, of my line back to Eleanor of 

Aquitaine, where a record from 1574/1575 

describes the original grant in 1346 by the Duke of 

Brabant to his bastard brother Jan van Blaesveld. 

This record, created more than two centuries after 

the fact, became part of the proof argument to 

prove the parents of Jan van Blaesveld. 
1574-1575 stewardôs accounts 

éééééééééééééééééé.  

 

VAN GOGH PAINTING STOLEN FROM DUTCH MUSEUM DURING CORONAVIRUS  

SHUTDOWN 
 

 
 

The painting Lentetuin, or Spring Garden, by Vincent van Gogh is seen in this handout picture released by the 

Singer Laren Museum, on March 30, 2020. 

 

Thieves stole a painting by Dutch master Vincent van Gogh early on Monday from the 

Netherlandsôs Singer Laren Museum, which is currently closed to the public because of the 

coronavirus. 

The painting Lentetuin, or Spring Garden, which dates back to 1884 and depicts the garden 

of the rectory at Nuenen, had been on loan from the Groninger Museum. 

ñI feel incredibly angry and now Iôm starting to feel sadder, too,ò Jan Rudolph de Lorm, 

director of the Singer Laren Museum said in an interview. 

He appealed to those who had taken the painting to treat it with care ñso that sooner or 

later it can be shown to the public unharmed.ò 



 

 

Van Gogh, who struggled with mental illness throughout his life, was staying with his 

parents when he painted Spring Garden. His father worked as a minister in Nuenen. 

Mr. de Lorm described the painting, which depicts a woman in a garden with red-flowered 

bushes and with a church in the background, as ñan image of silence, of reflection and of 

tranquillity, which undoubtedly offered him comfort and inspiration.ò 

ñThrough him, it gave us and our audience the same emotion,ò Mr. de Lorm added. 

The museum, located in the town of Laren to the east of Amsterdam, has appealed for the 

swift return of the painting, which has been added to Interpolôs list of stolen artworks. 

In a statement, police said the thieves had entered the museum by breaking its glass doors 

at around 3.15 a.m. ñThe culprits were gone by the time police responded to the alarm,ò the 

statement said. Investigators are searching for security footage and witnesses, and are examining 

forensic evidence, it added. 

Dutch museums have been closed because of the coronavirus outbreak since March 12. 
Hilde Verweij Published March 30, 2020 

ééééééééééééééééééé.. 

 

150 MILLION YEAR OLD VOLCANO UNEARTHED ON DUTCH SOIL  

 

In the area of the North Sea belonging to the 

Dutch, deep under the soil, in a layer called the 

subsoil, lies a 150 million year old volcano, 

discovered last week. 

Of course, the volcano had to be inaugurated in 

some way, and was therefore dubbed Mulciber 

(a.k.a. Vulcan), after the Roman god of fire and 

volcanoes. The volcano was detected by the 

Geologist Survey of the Netherlands, part of the 

Netherlands Organisation for Applied Scientific 

Research (TNO), NU.nl reports. 

During the intermezzo between the Jurassic and 

Cretaceous eras, the volcano was active, and after millions of years, the bubbly, firing mass began to 

cool. 

INVISIBLE FOR YEARS  

Although data on the area has been available for years now (in the 80ôs volcanic ash and basalt that 

are derived from volcanoes was discovered), the volcano remained undetected, as researchers believed 

the material came from another volcano lying 100 kilometres away. 

How did a volcano end up in good ole Holland? 

According to NU.nl, it happened during the 

breaking up of Pangaea, the earthôs supercontinent 

which existed during the Paleozoic and Mezozoic 

eras. The breaking up of the continent caused 

fractures on the earthôs crust, resulting in 

volcanoes. 

ARE THERE MO RE? 

Some volcanic rocks have been discovered at other 

drilling sights, which means that there are likely 

more century-old volcanoes lurking about 

underneath the ground. 

And maps indicate where there is a high chance that 

a volcano exists. So stay tuned, perhaps some more 

volcanoes will be discovered in the coming time. 
https://dutchreview.com/news/dutch/150-million-year-old-

volcano-unearthed-on-dutch-soil 



 

 

CAN'T FIND A DEED? HERE 30 TIPS!  
https://www.yory.nl/waarom-kan-ik-die-akte-niet-vinden 

 

You are so driven to expand and organize your 

collection of evidence, but sometimes you just can't find 

the deed. The frustrations are then extremely high. 

Despite all the tips, why can't I find that deed? I have 

already looked in all possible places, what am I doing 

wrong? 

Rest assured; I often ask myself this question. I have 

learned from experience the pitfalls in this area. 

But unfortunately, despite knowledge of the sources, 

tips, working method, step-by-step plan, and crashes, 

there are always deeds that you will not find. 

Or they are not yet available online - then it is only a matter of time. But if they are lost - you will 

never find them again. 

 

30 TIPS TO FIND RECORDS 

In any case, I have listed these 30 questions (and the solutions for me) that hopefully can get you 

started. 

GENERAL: YOU WILL NOT GET SEARCH RESULTS IN DATABASES  

Å Check the spelling. 

Å Try all variants, Morison, Morrison, Morisson, Morrisson, and of course the jokers; Mor * is * 

on, or even Marison. 

Å Use all search options, see also these Google tips. Especially think 'out of the box '. 

Å If available, use the ' phonetic, or sound like' option. Morison can also be pronounced 

Marrison (with Scottish accent). 

Å Is it really Maria Elisabeth or could it possibly be Elisabeth Maria? 

 

"We usually seek our happiness the way we look for our glasses, which are on our noses." 

- Francoise Droz 

 

MAYBE THE PERSON WAS BORN ONE DAY EARLIER?  

Å A date of birth may have been mistaken. Search a few days earlier. Check the tables. 

Was the person reported later than 3 days? 

Å Birth and death declarations must take place within 3 days, but sometimes this was deviated 

from due to circumstances. Check the tables. 

IS THE PERSON MENTIONED IN THE ANNUAL TABLE?  

Å Check both the one-year and ten-year table. Both DTB books (most) and the Population 

Register have annual tables. 

IS HE IN THE TABLE, BUT DOES THE NUMBERING NOT CORRESPOND TO THE DEED?  

Å Then there is a (common) writing error. Everything was transferred manually. Try to find 

variations or well before or after the date. 

Å Please note, the V mark after a number means the Next page = back of the page. In the past, a 

page number was not left-right but front -back. 

Å The table does not always have a deed numbering. 

HAVE YOU ACCID ENTALLY LOADED 2 PAGES TOO FAR INSTEAD OF 1?  

Å Happens to me regularly. I click a little too enthusiastically and I go through a page, so I miss 6 

deeds. 

ARE YOU LOOKING AT THE RIGHT PLACE TO LIVE?  

Å If you have searched 10 deeds in Amsterdam in a row, and the 11th is in Groningen, chances 

are that you are still looking in Amsterdam. 

 

Tip:  Step into a painting from the Golden Age 



 

 

ARE YOU LOOKING IN THE RIGHT BOOKS?  

Å If you've searched 10 birth certificates in a row, and the 11th is a death certificate, chances are 

you're looking through the habit in the birth books. 

IS THE DATE BEFORE 1700? 

Å Keep in mind that Europe has switched to the Gregorian calendar from 1700, that saves 10 

days! 

Is there a writing error in the table? 

Å Theunis can also be Teunis, Biekart can also be Bikart, or even Pickart. These names then have 

a different place in the alphabetical list. 

Å Certain surnames-families were known to the official, but many (writing) mistakes were made, 

including the Y or IJ. 

Å If so, always make a note of it in the respective profile. Also make sure you organize your deeds 

well. 

IS THERE PERHAPS AN ERROR ON THE PERSON FAMILY CARD?  

Å This is more common than you think, even if typed with a typewriter, there may be errors. 

Check with other sources and check as often as possible. 

DOES THE ORDER OF THE BRIEF BOOK (CHRONO) MAKE SE NSE? 

Å The order of notebooks is almost always on the declaration date, but some books (in 

Amsterdam) are in order of the event date, which is different from the declaration date. 

WAS THE FAMILY CATHOLIC?  

Å If so, maybe the birth was not registered in the birth register because there was an illegitimate 

child? In addition, the Population Register was not trustworthy in the early days of its existence. Also 

look for Zouaves among Catholics. 

WAS YOUR ANCESTOR A POORTER? 

Å Search the gate books of Amsterdam, or of other cities. 

Tip: Facebook Live: about family tree research 

ARE YOU LOOKING AT THE CORRECT LINE IN THE DEED?  

Å In a deed several names are mentioned: the official, the declarant (is not always the father), the 

witnesses and the name of the born or deceased person. 

Å Take a good look at the structure of the deed, because this has been amended several times 

over the centuries. 

ARE THERE PERHAPS SEVERAL NOTEBOOKS OVER THE SAME PERIOD ? 

Å In a large city, there were multiple counters to register births, marriages, and deaths. So, this 

happened in several books at the same time. Also check the other books (registers). 

CAN'T FIND A PERSON CARD? 

Å Take a look at the personal cards of the partners or children. Their cards may contain 

information about their family members. Also take a look at home cards. 

DO YOU HAVE MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES FROM FAMILY MEMBERS?  

Å Maybe the missed person will be listed as a witness, with the leads you need. 

WAS THE COUPLE MARRIED AT ALL?  

Å There were also many couples who lived together and were therefore not legally married. 

HOW ABOUT SEARCHING THE MILITIA REGISTER?  

Å If it is a man, then look at the militia registers, whether he served in the army of Napoleon, or 

perhaps he was a Zouave? 

HAVE YOU EVER LOO KED AT NOTARIAL DEEDS AND FUNERAL RECORDS?  

Å There are some special sources where you can find the date of death. 

HERE TIPS ON HOW TO SEARCH FOR NOTARIAL DOCUMENTS.  

Tip:  Join for free on a family tree forum 

 

IS THERE PERHAPS A MISSING VILLAGE?  

Å Is the place still up to date? Did that person perhaps live in a missing village? Also take a look 

at the local archives. 

ARE THERE STILL LIVING FAMILY MEMBERS WHO HAVE MORE INFORMATION?  



 

 

Å Use your software and forums to find people who have the same people in their family tree as 

you. Maybe this is a living family that can give you the right information. 

COULD THE PERSON HAVE A CAR?  

Å Then look in the license plates registers. 

IS THE PERSON IN AN OLD TELEPHONE DIRECTORY?  

Å Browse old telephone directories, you don't know where your luck is! 

HAVE YOU CHECKED WHETHER THE PERSON'S PRAYER CARD EXISTS?  

Å There are hundreds of thousands of prayer cards available online, maybe your person is 

among them? 

IS IT PERHAPS A FOUNDLING ? 

Å However, it is a deadlock because foundlings were hardly registered. 

IS THE CHILD NOT REPORTED AT ALL?  

Å It happened that people just forgot or didn't get around to it? You cannot find what is not 

there. BUT PERHAPS THE CHILD WILL LATER BE MENTIONED ON  THE FAMILY CARDS.  

ARE YOU LOOKING IN BELGIAN ARCHIVES?  

Å Keep in mind that in Belgium the surname starts with the prefix in the index. So, then you 

search for De Boer, from Anraad. 

HAVE YOU EVER EXAMINED OTHER FAMILY TREES?  

Å There are so many family trees online today. Search and you may find a hit. 

DO YOU SIT AT YOUR COMPUTER AT HOME?  

Å Go to the archive! Great chance if you physically go to the archive that you come home with a 

trophy. 

(Zouave: a member of a light-infantry corps in the French army) 

ééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

WHAT IS A KROKET (OR CROQUETTE)?  
 

The common English translation of kroket is croquette. A typical Dutch croquette is made of meat 

ragout (or salpicon) covered in breadcrumbs and deep-fried until golden and crispy. 

 

HISTORY  

The croquette originated in France and it was in 1898 that 

Monsieur Escoffier, the founder of the classical French 

Cuisine, together with the help of Monsieur Philias Gilbert 

started to write down the recipe, but according to Johannes 

Van Dam, who was a well -known food expert in the 

Netherlands, the Sun King's chef was the first to describe 

them in writing. In fact, Van Dam tracked down a French 

recipe for croquettes dating back to 1691, while the earliest 

Dutch recipes supposedly come from the 1830s. Even the 

name kroket was taken from the French - from croquer, or 'to crunch'.  

It's possible that France's King Louis XIV was one of the earliest fans of the kroketje. Many people 

think of the kroket as a quintessentially Dutch delicacy,  

Croquettes gained in popularity in the Netherlands in the 18th century, when French food was all the 

rage in the Lowlands. And, while their origins are French, what is typically Dutch is the way these treats 

are consumed today. 

 After World War II, several suppliers started mass-producing croquettes filled with beef. The 

croquette (kroket or kroketten in Dutch) subsequently became even more popular as a fast food; meat 

ragout covered in breadcrumbs which is subsequently deep-fried.  

As with any product, all this mass production has meant that the quality has suffered, and the delicacy 

has gained a reputation for being filled with meat of dubious quality.  

Its success as a fast food garnered its reputation as a cheap dish of dubious quality, to such an extent 

that Dutch tongue in cheek urban myths relate its "allegedly mysterious content" to offal and 

butchering waste. Research in 2008 showed that 350 million kroketten are eaten in the Netherlands 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Febo_kalfsvleeskroket.jpg


 

 

every year. An estimated 75% of all Dutch people eat them, resulting in 29 kroketten per person per 

year on average, being the 2nd most popular Dutch snack after the frikandel. The major consumers are 

between 35 and 49 years old. 

Kroketten are often mass-produced and bought ready-made from fast-food chains and snack bars and 

consumed as street food in the Netherlands. The Dutch love their kroket so much that McDonald's even 

created a burger with a kroket-patty called the McKroket. People also purchase frozen croquettes at 

supermarkets and pop them into the deep fat fryer at home 

 

TYPES 

The broodje kroket, a soft white bun with a deep-fried croquette and mustard, is a Dutch lunch-time 

favourite. In addition to classic Dutch croquette flavours, such as beef- or veal croquettes, there are 

other flavours like chicken satay or goulash, as well as a host of croquette-shaped concoctions, with 

fillings such as Indonesian-inspired bami noodles (also called bamibal) and nasi rice (or nasibal), as well 

as potato croquettes. The bitterbal, a small round version of the croquette (usually made with beef or 

veal), is a popular bar snack. 

The success of the croquette led to a whole series of food products resembling the croquette, but with 

other types of fillings, such as noodles, rice and kidney, and with names like bamibal, nasibal, and 

nierbroodje instead of croquette. Variants of the croquette which specify the kind of meat can also be 

found, like rundvleeskroket (made with beef) 

and kalfsvleeskroket (made with veal). Also 

popular in Dutch snack bars are the satékroket 

(where the filling consists of a peanut satay 

sauce and shredded meat in a ragout) and the 

goulashkroket. A smaller round version of the 

standard beef or veal croquette, the bitterbal, is 

often served with mustard as a snack in bars 

and at receptions. Potato croquettes and potato 

balls (similar to potato croquettes, but small and 

round) can be bought frozen in most food stores. 

There are many variations of croquettes on the 

market, and just about every culture has 

developed their own recipe. Every day, new 

recipes are formulated and something new is 

invented and created. With the input of different 

cultures, the original recipe has taken itself into 

many directions, different applications and 

ingredients. From the original beef croquette it 

branched out into, salmon croquettes, fish, 

chicken, vegetarian and many other versions of 

croquettes. 
Source : Internet 
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MAURITSTOREN - DEN HAAG,  

NETHERLANDS  

 

The location of the world's first telescope 

demonstration. 

Today, very few people would describe the telescope, 

more similar to modern binoculars, as a terrible 

weapon or an instrument that gives an unfair 

advantage to the generals who have one. Yet, this is 

exactly how the telescope  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Den_Haag_Binnenhof_20.jpg

